THE   CITY   GOVERNMENT   OF   MOSCOW
co-ordinating body and the consultative organ of the central
commissariats in regard to the most important functions of
the city soviet. A short account will therefore be given of its
activities in so far as they relate to local government,
THE STATE PLANNING COMMISSION (GOSPLAN)
The State Planning Commission known as Gosplan
(U.S.S.R.) is an expert body which advises the government
of the Soviet Union. It has no executive functions. It has
a staff of 700, of which some 300 are highly qualified officials.
It has a special division which deals with municipal affairs;
and the head of this division is a member of an advisory
committee which has been formed in Moscow to comprehend
all technical subjects. This committee is quite unrelated to
Gosplan, which has no formal organization dealing with
Moscow or other specific areas. There is a bureau of
statistics associated with Gosplan but not forming part
of it.
The.distinctive feature about Moscow is that Mossoviet
is in direct contact with Gosplan (U.S.S.R.). The capital
city is unique in this respect. All other cities in the R.S.F.S.R.
(including Leningrad) must go through the Gosplan of
R.S.F.S.R.1
In the making of the plan for the reconstruction of Moscow
Mossoviet played the part of an organization which voiced
the needs of the inhabitants and proposed methods of satisfy-
ing them, while the State Planning Commission gave advice
in working out financial and material possibilities having
regard to the available resources. Thus, Mossoviet originally
framed the plan for twenty years, but the State Planning
Commission reduced it to ten years. Again, Gosplan
analysed the plan and selected the essential features which
must be performed within stated periods (e.g. rebuilding of
bridges to cross the river at its new level) while less important
items were cut down in scope or relegated to a later date.
Various commissions or departments of Mossoviet worked
out different parts of the plan, in consultation with the appro-
priate experts in Gosplan. When complete, the plan as a
whole went before the president of Gosplan, who looked at
it "with a single eye," Gosplan is not represented on the
1 Formerly twenty-six towns were in direct relation with Gosplan of U.S.5JR.
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